
Back from the dead 
Craig Watson brings us up to date with the life and times of this well-known 

racing Midget. It's fair to say the car has enjoyed ups as well as downs! 

L 
ast issue, we explained how 
this Midget was built by BMC 
Australia in just three weeks 
to race at Surfers Paradise 1n 

September 196 7. It surprised everyone 
by being competitive straight out of 
the box, and then led an active life on 
track through 1968. However, Leyland 
took over BMC in 1968 and in early 
1969 they closed down the Competition 
Department at Waterloo, New South 
Wales. Comps Manager Alan Kemp 
moved into the Public Relations and 
Advertising Department, while John 
Cotter [one of the two mechanics who 
had built this Midget] went to work for 
John Lindsay in Quality Control. 

Terry Douglas, the other mechanic 
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PHOTOS USED WITH PERMISSION, AS CREDITED. 

ABOVE: Sydney driver Laurie Stewart had a brief flirtation with the ':'fidget at Wa:":'ick
Farm in 1969. Stewart said the car needed a lot of development, as 1! had been s,ttmg 
idle for some time. Photo by Autopics.com.au 
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responsible for building the Midget,
says it still had a lot of potential for
1969, but admits the Competition
Department closure was inevitable.
The car itself still needed a lot more 
development work, but we were running 
out of money. We were actually robbing
from PR and Advertising just to keep the
Comps Department going,' he said.

Cotter agrees money was a big issue, 
but says Leyland just wasn't interested
in motorsport. 'Things were tight. We
did most of the stuff in-house except
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LEFT: The car languished in the 
backyard of Les Carne for about 
five years. Photo courtesy Les Carne. 

balancing and some of the machining. 
The apprentice school did a lot of it 
for us, so everything was done on the 
cheap, or as cheap as we could possibly 
do it, which was a pity because we had 
to cut a lot of corners. Castrol was 
prepared for us to build three cars, one 
to run in Victoria, one in NSW and one 
in Queensland, and they had the budget 
ready for it, but Leyland said no.· 

After the Comps Dept closure, the 
car languished for a while before being 
taken over by Brian Foley Motors for 
Laurie Stewart to drive. 'It had been 
sitting idle,' Stewart recalls. 'It seemed 
like a hell of a waste. Somebody said 
something to someone and it was 
suggested that we, as Brian Foley 
Motbrs, take the vehicle, prepare it for 

ABOVE: Van der Worm wanted to restore the car as accurately as possible to its Surfers Paradise specification, which meant keeping all the holes pressed or cutout and not replacing the rear firewall. Photo courtesy Frank van der Worm 
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Racing Midget 

LEFT: The car as bought by John Read in 
Adelaide. Photo courtesy Frank van der Worm. 

BELOW: Freshly arrived in Brisbane,
Queensland, with its replacement J&S
fibreglass fastback root 
Photo courtesy Frank van der Worm . 

racing it and run it. I drove it. I wasn't 
all that comfortable in the car and I only 
raced it in a couple of events. I seem to 
recall it needed a fair bit of development 
because technology was moving at a 
pretty quick rate and it just wasn't as 
competitive as we would have liked. I 
think we put the matter to Leyland, that 
we needed some development dollars 
for this, but they weren't forthcoming. 
We said: "Well hang on, do we really 
want to spend that sort of moneyT We 
didn't. They didn't. So we packed the car 
up and sent it back to them, and I think 
that was the end of it.· 

For that short interlude the car 
raced under the banner of the British 
Leyland Works Team (the only time it 
did). Interestingly, the hardtop roof on 
the car by this time was a conventional 
Midget item, rather than the elegant 
and arguably more aerodynamic J&S 
fastback version. It appears that Stewart 
raced the car once with the hardtop at 
Warwick Farm, and once without it at 
Catalina Park. 

Abandonment and Rescue 
The Midget was virtually abandoned 
at the Waterloo factory. Evan Green, 
meanwhile, managed to syphon enough 
money from his PR budget, topped up 
with sponsorship from Castrol, to keep 
a rally programme going and to provide 
limited support to the 'official' racing 
team of privateer drivers. 

The Works Midget was earmarked to 
be destroyed, but apparently ended up 
at Les Carne's place. Carne was racing 
another Midget, and while not officially 
sponsored by Leyland he knew the right 
people there, and in 1971 would join the 
Leyland Young Lions Racing Team. That 
has led many people to believe that the 
Works lightweight and the Young Lions »
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