


1 When travelling long 
distances across the 
outback or up to the 

Cape and back again, John 
loves the economy and pull
ing power of the 2.4L four
cylinder turbo-diesel engine 
producing 369Nm of torque 
straight out of the box. Tow
ing the camper trailer across 
Australia is definitely a job 
well within the capabilities 
of this Defender 

2 Underneath the truck, 
John has fitted a set of 
2in-lifted King Springs 

on all four corners, and 
these allow John to fit his 
bigger off-road tyres and as
sist with carrying the extra 
weight of the camper. John 
chose King Springs coils as 
they have a good reputation 
combined with a strong sup
port system if he were ever 
to have any issues 

3 John, like many other 
4WDers, uses his truck 
both as the 'weekday 

kiddie taxi' and the holiday 
or weekend off-road ma
chine. Ensuring he gets the 
best of both worlds in terms 
of performance and also 
fuel economy, John employs 
two sets of tyres. The first 
predominately for week· 
day driving is the standard 
235/85R16 General grab· 
ber ATs on 16x7in rims, and 
these provide a quiet and 
comfortable ride on the road 
and if needed can easily han
dle dirt tracks and basic off· 
road terrain. The second and 
more aggressive set com
prises eight Mickey Thomp
son Baja MTZs, four on the 
Defender, two on the camper 
trailer and two spares. The 
265/75R16 Baja MTZs run on 
16x8 steel rims running a 1in 
offset, and this combination 
provides an increase in both 
vehicle underbody clearance 
and also a slight increase 
in track. This Defender is a 
very capable truck when the 
going gets tough 

I 
f you venture through any 
major suburb across Australia, 
you will undoubtedly see many 
a small hatchback and a fair 
splattering of soft-roaders 

parked around shops and in 
driveways. But you will also see a 
large handful of big tough 4WDs. The 
convenience and logistics of owning 
and running both a family day-to-day 
vehicle and a tough track-ready 4WD 
is beyond the means of many 
Australian families. 

This brings about the question: is it 
possible to own and run a safe, 
economic and dependable 4WD during 
the week and have the ability to turn 
around on a moment's notice and head 
up to the Cape or out to Fraser Island? 

Enter John's tough but very 
dependable 110 Defender. After 
picking up his truck from Land Rover 
for just under $60K only a few years 
back in 2007, John set about to create 
a 4WD that would prove it possible. He 
wanted a truck that could safely and 
economically get his wife Alison and 
kids Jessica, John and Ben around 
town during the week, but on holidays 
and weekends double as his family"s 
getaway vehicle. 

Due to the Defender"s out-of-the
box toughness and his experience 
owning Land Rovers for many years. 
John hasn't had to spend too much of 
his hard-earned cash on making this 
truck more than capable when the 
going gets tough. And get going it does, 
as John and his family make regular 
visits to LandCruiser Park, Rover Park 
and The Springs for some great tough 
4WDing. They have also managed to 
successfully tackle the Cape and enjoy 
travelling through locations such as the 
Sundown National Park, Levuka 
Rainforest Park and basically anywhere 
in the Australian bush whenever they 
get the chance. 

This is one Australian family that 
proves it is definitely possible to own 
and run a safe and economical 4WD for 
both day-to-day tasks and for getting 
out and exploring our great nation. [BR 
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